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STATE-OF-THE-ART FIRE TRAINING FACILITY GRAND OPENING JULY 18  

Media Invited to Tour A.B.L.E. Facility, Which Will Serve the Cities of  
Apple Valley, Burnsville, Lakeville and Eagan  

 
The cities of Apple Valley, Burnsville, Lakeville and Eagan (A.B.L.E.) will celebrate the grand opening of 
a new, state-of-the-art fire training facility on July 18. Firefighters from all four cities will use the 
newly constructed $2 million facility year-round to conduct live fire and other fire-related equipment 
training. The building will allow for burning on multiple levels, and mimics the construction of large 
commercial and residential buildings that are typical in the south metro. 
 

What:  A.B.L.E. Training Facility Grand Opening Media Event 
When:   Thursday, July 18, 2013 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Where:  Cliff Road and River Ridge Boulevard, Burnsville 

 
Deteriorating walls, corrosion and poor ventilation rendered the previous A.B.L.E Training Facility’s 
burn building and training tower – built in 1987 – unusable. The four A.B.L.E cities jointly purchased 
the new facility, which will provide years of firefighter training for them and a number of other 
communities. The new building, built on the same site as the old, is four times as large as the former 
stand-alone burn building, and will incorporate the needs of the burn building and training tower into 
one single facility.  
   
The media event will include demonstrations of the facility’s capabilities – including training 
opportunities for search and rescue, forcible entry and ladder truck operations. 
 
The event is not open to the public but the media is invited to attend. 
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